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A WOMAN’S 
COURAGE AND 

DETERMINATION

BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR 
GUISELA CORADO ALVIZURES

 
HER 
STORY

  “ I’m a breast cancer survivor, 
my scars will tell you my story, 
and my eyes will show you my 
strength and how blessed I am.” 

O
n March 30th 2017 at 3:45 
pm I received a phone 
call from the hospital 
confirming that I had stage 
III breast cancer, and that 

it had already spread to my lymph 
system. I was 43 years old.  
The news was shocking and devastating 
for me, my family and friends. It was 
the last thing we were expecting:  I 
had no symptoms and I lived a healthy 
lifestyle, going to the gym 5 times a 
week, eating healthy, my green juice 
was part my of daily breakfast. I had 
had a mammogram in May of the 
previous year – It showed a very small 
lump, but told me that it was hormonal 
and that it would go away.  It was when 
it failed to disappear and I insisted on 
having another mammogram 9 months 
later that I received the news. 

EPN: How did you take the news?
Guisela: To be honest I didn’t want 

to believe it since there was no history 
of cancer in my family. Life had already 
given me so many challenges:  When 
was 9 years old my father was killed. 
At 18 years old as a single mother of 
two beautiful kids I couldn’t financially 
support them so I had to leave them 
with my mom back home in Guatemala 
and come to New York to find work. 
After that I was in an abusive marriage 
for 10 years. I think those things were 
worse than cancer. Ultimately, when  I 
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started focusing in my blessings and 
not focusing on my past, I starting 
visiting the countries I wanted to visit 
and that inspired me to become a 
professional photographer. 

EPN: First Reaction? What were 
your thoughts?

Guisela: When I thought that my 
life was going better, another challenge 
cameo my life when I was diagnosed, I 
remember waiting for the result of the 
biopsy I said to God: “ I been so strong 
and I had to overcome so many thing 
in my life but I don’t think I will be 
have the strength to fight cancer, this is 
going to be the end of me” I cried and 
then I said: But I’m whiling to accept 
this challenge and fight for my life but 
you God are going to give the strength I 
need. Then I decided to fight for my life 
because I have never given up! 

EPN: Tell us about your journey.
Guisela: So I started my fight,  going 

through chemotherapy, a double 
mastectomy, followed by radiation. As 
a result of which I lost my hair, my skin 
color changed. I didn’t recognize myself 
in the mirror: the chemotherapy and 
radiation attacked the bad cells in my 
body and also the good ones. Every 
single day is a struggle just getting up 
from bed, my body feels tired and my 
iron levels are still very low. 

EPN: Tell us about the support 
from family and friends.

Guisela: I see and feel the love I have 
from my family and my friends and that 
is like a magic dust from heaven with 
amazing healing powers. I’m so grateful 
for that, they are a blessing in my life.  

EPN: How do you feel now? Tell us 
about the road to getting back into 
your daily routines.

Guisela: I might not physically look 
the same, but cancer has taught me 
to appreciate each breath I take, and 
not worry about the future. It taught 
me to forgive, to live one day at a time 
and that my testimony will help others 
to realize how blessed we are. Even 
though I feel so tired each day, I have 
already started going to the gym. I 
believe in mind over body and I’m not 

letting anything defeat me. I also have 
new goals in my life and I have already 
signed up to take a class in real estate. 
I don’t physically look the same and 
I miss my long hair very much but I 
understand that I’m beautiful no matter 
what because I have peace in my soul 
and my eyes won’t lie.  

EPN: What advice would you give 
to women around the world?

Guisela: Life is worth living for if we 
find our purpose. We are on this earth 
to complement one another: I have 
what you don’t have and you have what 
I don’t have. Lets enjoy each day even 
with our challenges because each one 
of them is a lesson in our lives.


