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CHARITY 
SPOTLIGHT

ARMY WEEK ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GALA 

On Wednesday, June 14, 2017, the Army Week Association Annual Gala, 
celebrating the United States Army’s 242nd Birthday, was held at the 
New York Athletic Club. It was quite an incredible night of elegance, 
entertainment among many friends, heroes and Gold Star families.   

He focused on dynamic and efficient 
business operations, transforming 
the Army to be more innovative and 
responsive. He expanded the soldier for 
Life initiative saving $340M annually. 
Mr. Murphy facilitated unprecedented 
public-private partnerships generating 
over 450M in savings, from Major 
League Baseball constructing a stadium 
at Fort Bragg, to 20thCentury Fox 
supporting Army recruiting, to Suze 
Orman providing financial counseling 
for every Army family.

 His aggressive and authentic use of 
social media to tell the Army's story 
helped lead to an 18% growth across 
all platforms.

 His entrepreneurial background 
includes co-founding a productions 
company that creates television, 
digital content and events.  He was a 
television anchor and contributor to 
NBC Universal and Executive Producer 
for MSNBC’s 

"Taking the Hill," a national security 
policy show which specialized in 
breaking down the civil-military 
divide (2011-2015), and the Triumph 
Games, a wounded warrior athletic 
competition on CBS Sports (2015-
2016). He authored the book "Taking 
the Hill" From Philly to Bagdad to the 
United States Congress, published 
by Henry Holt (2008). Previously, 
Mr. Murphy was a national litigation 
partner at an AMLow 100 law firm.

The special honoree of the evening, receiving the Soldier for life Award was Jan 
Scruggs.   His life and works were highlighted during this special event.
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The Soldier for Life Award 
recognizes those veterans who 
served honorably in the Army, and 
have since gone to achieve success 
in their civilian careers. Using 
skills honed while on active duty 
for the public good. The recipient 
of the Soldier for the Life Award 
is one who generously gives back 
to the community in which he or 
she resided, and strives to better 
the lives of those who follow in the 
same path. This award is provided 
to an individual who has gone 
above and beyond the call of duty in 
supporting the Army, governmental 
agencies, veteran service 
organizations and community to 
facilitate successful reintegration 
of our Soldiers, Veterans, and their 
families 

The special honoree of the evening, receiving the Soldier for life Award was Jan Scruggs.   
His life and works were highlighted during this special event.

Jan Scruggs grew 
up in BOWIE 
Maryland, In 
1968 he joined the 
US Army for two 
years after High 
School, he served 
with the 199th 
light Infantry 
Brigade from 
April 1969 to 
April 1970. 
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Jan Scruggs grew up in 
BOWIE Maryland, In 1968 he 
joined the US Army for two 
years after High School, he 
served with the 199th light 
Infantry Brigade from April 
1969 to April 1970. He was 
wounded and decorated for 
gallantry. After the military Jan 
attended American University 
and became a recognized 
expert on what is now called 
post-traumatic stress. He 

testified before Congress and wrote 
articles for the Washington Post 
and military medicine about his 
research. His work helped create 
the Vet Center Program.

He was appointed Chairman 
of the Selective Service National 
Appeals board by President 
Obama.   This will be activated in 
the event of ongoing and sustained 

American military casualties. Of 
late, he’s been writing articles 
for the New York Times, Vietnam 
magazine and the Army Times. 
He’s a motivational speaker with 
clients that include the Million 
Dollar Roundtable and others. 
He also serves as the Secretary 
of Defense on the Vietnam War 
Advisory Committee.

Jan is also a Washington DC 
attorney, He has a Masters degree 
in Counseling Psychology.

CEO of Army Week Association, 
Chris Page and partner Jen Wilson 
along with the entire Army Week 
team did 

an exceptional job in 
coordinating and planning such an 
outstanding event.  
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