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The Governor of Fukushima and the Fukushima Trade Commission Host A

“Thank You from Fukushima Reception” at 
The Waldorf Astoria Hotel, Vanderbilt 

Room in New York City
By: Magdaline Delany

On October 19, 2016 EPN was onsite at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, Vanderbilt room, where 
The Governor of Fukushima, Masao Uchibori and the Fukushima Trade Commission hosted a 

“Thank You from Fukushima Reception”.  Hundreds of guests flocked the Vanderbilt room to 
enjoy an elegant reception.  Guests were treated to an array of special cocktails and selected 
Fukushima’s traditional foods, Premium Wagyu Fukushima Beef, Hand-made Soba, Carrot 

Squid, Sansho Herring, Baby Peach, and some sweets. 
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The highlight of the event to some was Number One Sake - Guests lined up to enjoy the sake tast-
ing session, comprising of sake brewed in the Fukushima prefecture.  Other highlights included A 
short presentation on the exploration of Fukushima’s future 6 years after the Tohoku incident of 

2011; Authentic “Soba-Uchi” Live Performance by Keisuke Kawamura, a traditional Japanese dance 
performance given by the London Shakunage Kai; Soba Master and the original cocktail “Green 

Fukushima” using Fukushima’s sake demonstrated by Nana Shimosegawa from Angel’s Share, one 
of the world’s most famous cocktail bars.  The performances, delicacies and cocktails provided 

guests an insight into the many charms of Fukushima Prefecture.   At the conclusion of the event, 
each guest received a gift bag that included Exclusive gifts from Fukushima. 
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This event accomplished the governor’s two-
fold goals of extending his sincere gratitude 
for the outpouring of support from the United 
States as well as introducing the vigorous 
ongoing revitalization efforts in Fukushima 
since the Great East Japan Earthquake struck 
on March 11, 2011.  The earthquake triggered 
a tsunami that claimed countless victims.  The 
nuclear disaster forced 210,000 people to 
evacuate their homes. It was a tragedy of 
immeasurable scale. 
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EPN:  Governor, thank you for 
hosting such an amazing evening of 
sake tasting, discussion and dance 
performance.  Are you pleased with the 
turnout?   What is your goal for hosting 
this event?

Governor:  We wanted to express 
feelings of Thanks to the United States 
and countries around the world for 
their continuous support. Now, we are 
able to look forward towards the future 
with hope.   This business opportunity 
is also being held to introduce 
Fukushima sake, the best in Japan. 

EPN:  Five years have passed since the 
horrible disaster; how many people 
still have not returned home?

Governor:  There are still close to 
90,000 people who were forced to 
leave Fukushima Prefecture and 
have not yet returned.  The disaster 
had caused our economy and society 
incredible hardship.

EPN:  Moving forward, what is your 
short and long term mission for 
Fukushima?

Governor:  (smiling) Less nuclear... 
My goal is the decommissioning of 
nuclear plants and replace them 
with renewable energy.  I also want 
to strengthen our Technology and 

our Medical infrastructure 

EPN:  What message do you send to 
the skeptics who are still not convinced 
that Fukushima’s sake is not safe to 
drink?  

Governor:  Japan’s number one Sake 
is from Fukushima.  It is recognized as 
the best.   I drink it myself!   Fukushima 
sake has been awarded a gold medal in 
the Annual Japan Sake Awards for the 
fourth consecutive year.  Go ahead and 
enjoy it, it is very safe.

EPN:  How can we continue to help?

Governor:  Tourism and agriculture 
are still struggling.  We want people to 
visit Fukushima, make it your travel 
destination.  

Specifically, our prefecture’s Japanese 
sake industry was hit hard. Sake 
facilities were damaged by the 
earthquake and we suffered stagnate 
sales caused by misconceptions about 
our strict safety measures.   We want 
people to buy our sake.
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