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Raised in the small town of 
Sweetwater Texas, Betty 
received her Bachelor’s 

Degree in Education from Texas 
Tech University, and her Masters 
Degree from Texas A&M University. 
For over 46 years Betty Swann has 
served as a teacher to young people, 
singles, and married adults, having 
been a public school teacher in Texas 
and a university teacher at Ithaca 
College in Ithaca, NY.   She was the 
head of a women’s ministry of a 6,000 
member church for seven years. 
In 2005, Ms. Swann began a worldwide 
TV teaching ministry through God’s 
Learning Channel TV.  And ten years 
later, in 2015, she began a TV show 
in New York City for late night people 
called “Wisdom in the Night” that 
today show airs in 166 countries.  She 
interviews leaders from every walk 
of life, age, and every nationality with 
the hope of imparting wisdom to 
her viewers. Her shows can be seen 
regularly on YouTube at BSM Media-
Wisdom in the Night. 
Betty Swann Ministries has been a 
501c3 non-profit organization since 
2005. Neither she nor her staff take 
salaries in order to be able to give 
more money away.  Her organization 
has given away over $1.5 million to 
aid in educating, housing, and feeding 
people around the world.  Starting in 
2006, she initiated the Pennies From 
Heaven Project whereby people 
everywhere in the world can donate 
pennies and small change through 
PayPal to help feed the world. Today 

the project has provided food in 20 
countries, serving thousands of meals 
to the hungry. One of their ongoing 
projects includes feeding the needy on 
a monthly basis in Pakistan. In 2012, 
the Pennies From Heaven Project was 
instrumental in disturbing food to 
people affected by Hurricane Sandy In 
New York City.
EPN:  When you first became a 
pastor, did you face any opposition? 
From whom?
Betty:  Yes, I faced personal opposition 
from pastors and leaders around 
me who thought that women should 
not become preachers or pastors.  
They told me to my face, they sent 
me articles, and they refused to give 
me recognition as a pastor. There 

were also a lot of media articles that 
were against it too.  The idea was 
that women could be leaders in any 
corporation, but not in the church.  
EPN:   What kind of reaction 
did you get from other women?  
Encouragement or discouragement?  
Did any women think that your job 
as a woman was to be at home as the 
perfect wife?
Betty:  The women around me 
were mostly very encouraging and 
supportive.  None of them thought 
my job was to stay home and be the 
perfect wife because my call from 
God was so obvious and because 
my husband was supportive.  They 
all could recognize I was not the 
stay at home type. Even though my 
husband was not so supportive at 
first, he ultimately became my biggest 
supporter. He wanted to be sure that 
pursue my plans and still keep my 
priorities right. He is now the chairman 
of the board of my ministry.
I went to one lady who was a pastor 
and asked her how she handled it.  She 
said, “I don’t care what they call you, 
whether it is pastor, missionary, or 
teacher.  I don’t care if they call you jam 
or jelly, just get up there and say what 
the Lord tells you to say.”  Another lady 
in ministry said, “I don’t care if they 
call you Pookey, just make sure you do 
your call.”
Betty has been actively involved in 
philanthropic deeds around the world:
1996-2004  Betty led teams of men 
and women to the nation of Belarus, 
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a republic of the former Soviet Union, 
to train leaders and to establish the 
concept of women’s ministries in 
the local churches throughout that 
nation as they moved out from the 
domination of Communism. She and 
her teams trained thousands of women 
to help orphans, street kids, young 
women, and people in hospitals.
2005-2016 Began taking teams to 
Africa, working in Kenya, Malawi, 
Uganda, Tanzania, and Rwanda, 
training women leaders to reach out 
to their own country through the Wise 
Woman Federation. 
2006-2010 Began a worldwide TV 
teaching ministry through GLC TV and 
YouTube.  It later expanded to training 
bishops and key leaders in Pakistan on 
Skype.
2006 AND BEYoND  Began the 
Pennies From Heaven Project, whereby 
people from everywhere in the world 
could donate pennies and small 
change to feed the world.   They have 
now fed in 20 countries, providing 
thousands of meals to hungry people. 
They feed monthly in Pakistan.   Food 
distribution was done for people after 
Super Storm Sandy in NYC.
2009 AND BEYoND  Began a ministry 
in Pakistan through showing one of her 
TV videos called, “What Is My Cross”, 
to more than 500 villages in Pakistan, 
where almost 50,000 people have seen 
it in these poor villages.  She also began 
feeding people there, setting up Mobile 
Bible Schools, Education Centers for 
teaching reading and writing in English 
and Urdu, and micro-finance for the 
villagers. She established a Bible 
College for those called to the ministry 
in Lahore and a worship school to train 
people in music and instruments. 
20013 AND BEYoND  Began a ministry 
to reach people in Pakistan with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ by using 
SD Cards inserted in cell phones.  It 
started in 2013 and now over 8600 
people have received them already.  
Many people there cannot go to church 
or have no ability to read and it can be 
dangerous to be a Christian there, so 
this reaches people when nothing else 
will work.
2013 AND BEYoND  Began a 
ministry to young professionals in 
New York City who are from many 
nations around the world, teaching 
them how to be the leader God wants 

them to be and how to walk with 
God in a practical way daily, yet 
with miracles happening. She and 
her husband, Bill, do this together in 
their church, Every Nation New York 
City. She also taught these principles 
in Queens, NY for two years.
2014 -2016 Taught a bible study at the 
United Nations to workers during their 
lunch hour.
2015 AND BEYoND Began a teaching 
ministry to wives of New York Jets  and 
other professional football teams. 
Continued mentoring the top leaders 
individually after the regular bible 
study stopped.
2015 AND BEYoND Began a TV show 
in New York City called “Wisdom in the 

Night” where she ministers to people 
who are up all night.  She interviews 
strong leaders from every walk of life 
in the hope of imparting wisdom to 
those watching.
2012 and BEYoND Betty has also 
continued to speak around the USA in 
conferences but mainly speaks in other 
countries.
AS BETTY SAYS:  “God has done 
amazing things in this ministry and to 
God be the glory. For there is no other 
way to explain all that has happened 
except for the love and power of 
Jesus Christ interceding in the lives 
of ordinary people. It has been way 
beyond my highest hopes and dreams 
for my life.”


