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On October 20th 2016, The 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s 
“Campaign For a Better World” hosted 
a glittering fundraiser at Cipriani Wall 
Street.  The EPN team was in 
attendance to enjoy the outstanding 
gourmet food, to meet and hear from 
keynote speaker L. Rafael Reif, 
President of MIT, and to see 
presentations by students and staff of 
the Institute showcasing pivotal 
technologies that will (and have 
already) improved our world. 
The Campaign For a Better World is 
seeking to raise $5 billion to support 
research programs intended to solve 
the world’s most urgent challenges.  So 
far it has raised $2.9 Billion of that 
target, primarily from MIT Alumni 
across the world. The evening, which 
marked the start of the Campaign’s 
public outreach phase, was the largest-
ever gathering of MIT alumni outside 
the Institute itself. A notably strong 
showing of attendance came from 
graduates of the Sloan School (MIT’s 
Business school) whose ties to the rest 
of the Institute have strengthened over 
the last 20 in sync with the rise in 
interest in entrepreneurship. 
The presenters made the case that, as 
the top University in the world today 
and the historic contributor of so many 
pivotal innovations, MIT will play a 
significant role in developing the 
advancements that will shape our 
world for the next hundred years. 
Some of the areas of research that were 
mentioned were: 
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• Climate change
• Universal clean energy 
• Universally available clean water 

and nourishing food
• “Smart” cities 
• Detection of disease
• Cancer , HIV and Alzheimer’s 

“Providing the world’s undiscovered 
talent a digital path to a creative 
future.”
EPN and the author (MIT EE ’84) 
Congratulate MIT and President Reif on 
an outstanding event, and we wish the 
Campaign For a Better World every 
success as it continues to improve the 
lives of all the residents of Planet Earth. 
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